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Georg Kampffmeyer, Alte Namen im heutigen Paldstina und Syrien,
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Absracts

Research on the name ‘Safed’

Avraham Moshe Haupt

The article discusses the name of the city of 'Safed', which is known today as a city in
the Upper Galilee. It describes the location of the city according to various sources and
the beginning of the settlement of the city in the Canaanite period. The article also
describes the different interpretations of the name Safed, as well as the various ways in
which the name has been pronounced. Different opinions regarding the meaning of the
name Safed are presented, taken from sources starting from the period of the Middle
Ages until today, as well as the different versions explaining the significance of the

letters that comprise the name 'Safed'.

Keywords: Safed, the name, galilee, bible, period, Stepansky, Mishnah, the century,
excavations, conquest

Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa and the Miraculous Raising of the Stone
to the Temple - The Realistic Background Behind the Wondrous
Deed

Omri Yizhak Abadi

Tales of wonders and miracles are a universal feature of sacred sites and pilgrimage
centers, and not a few such stories were also told about the Temple in Jerusalem. There
is no doubt that these stories were of great importance in raising the stature of the holy
site in the eyes of the believers and in adding an aura of sanctity and wonder to the place.
If we look beyond the miraculous and mythological dimension of these stories, we may
be able to identify the realistic background in which the wondrous plot unfolds. I will
focus on one case study, the story of the miraculous deed of Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa in
raising a stone to the Temple (Song of Songs Rabbah 1:4; Ecclesiastes Rabbah 1:1;
Yalkut Shimoni 980:19). I will propose to locate the ancient core and the realistic
foundation of the deed in the written sources from the end of the Second Temple period,

in the historical occurrence of the time, and in the archaeological evidence.

Keywords: Rabbi Hanina Ben Dossa, dedications, donations to temple, Jerusalem,
pilgrimage, second temple period



How Do People Change? Saul and Solomon in Yefet b. Eli’s
Commentary

Arye Zoref

Yefet b. Eli was a Karaite commentator on the Bible who lived in Jerusalem at the end
of the 10th century and wrote in Judeo-Arabic. He underscored the uniformity and
continuity of the biblical narrative and thus tried to portray biblical figures as stable
characters, retaining fixed features throughout the narrative. For example, he portrayed
King David as a strong leader, even in David’s last days when he was sick and
completely withdrawn from his environment. However, there are characters in the
biblical narrative that clearly go through personal changes and thus are very difficult to
portray as consistent in their personalities. I have examined the way in which Yefet
understood the changes in two such figures, Saul and Solomon. They started their path
as promising leaders but ended their lives as failures. Yefet depicted the changes in their
behavior as slow and gradual, as going through a process of change without realizing it
yet with terrible consequence in the end.

Keywords: Yefet b. Eli, Karaites, Judaco-Arabic, Saul, Solomon

The Editorial Nexus of the Geonic Texts - Halakhot Gedolot and
Halakhot Pesugot: A Comparative Analysis of the Rosh Hashanah
Corpus

Neri Yeshayahu Ariel

In the study of Halakha, researchers distinguish between various literary genres of writing
and legal creation. One of the most significant yet relatively neglected genres in both Torah
scholarship and Jewish studies is the genre of the early Halakhic books by our ancient sages,
the Geonim of Babylon. Recent research has provided extensive introductions to this genre,
discussed the text of 'Halakhot Pesuqot', analyzed the textual branches of the 'Sheiltot' and
'Halakhot Gedolot', and examined the relationship of 'Halakhot Re'u' as a Hebrew translation
of their Aramaic version in 'Halakhot Pesugot'. Additional works such as 'Halakhot Qetanot',
'Halakhot Qetu ‘of', and others have also been studied. This has laid significant foundational
groundwork for future critical editions of works in this genre. In this article, the author aims
to highlight the commonalities between 'Halakhot Pesugot' and 'Halakhot Gedolot' within a
defined literary framework. By examining the laws of Rosh Hashanah, 1 seek to demonstrate
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that these works share many similarities, and to some extent, they may edit each other or
exhibit a shared editorial range. To the best of my knowledge, this is one of the first studies
to go beyond textual research alone and examine these works as designed literary creations,
exploring their editorial trends (or, in professional jargon: 'higher criticism') involved in their
formation. Of course, this modest study does not propose a comprehensive paradigmatic
theory but rather suggests theoretical directions for further research and examination that will
become clearer with the production of new editions and a deeper literary analysis of these
works in their entirety.

Keywords: Halakha, Geonim, Babylonia, Sheiltot, Halakhot Gedolot, Halakhot Pesugqot,
higher Criticism, editorial trends, Rosh Hashanah, Jewish Halakhic genres

Names of Jewish Festivals in Medieval Islamic Sources and Their
Association with the Jewish Tradition

Haggai Mazuz

“Tell stories about the children of Israel; there is nothing wrong about it”. This statement,
one of many statements attributed to Muhammad in Islamic sources, prompted Muslims
to take an interest in the Jewish religion. Indeed, from the ninth century CE onward, one
can find Islamic sources describing various aspects of the Mosaic faith. One of the topics
mentioned in these sources is the Jewish festivals. This article presents the names of
Jewish festivals as they appeared in descriptions by Muslim scholars from the ‘Abbasid
period (750-1258 CE) to the end of the Mamluk period (1250-1517 CE) and examines
their association with the names of the festivals in the Jewish tradition.

Keywords: names of holidays and fasts, Muslim scholars, Jewish tradition, Arabic,
Aramaic, interfaith contacts
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The Participation of Jews in the Commerce of Rosetta (Egyptian
Delta) in the Sixteenth Century as Reflected in the Cairo
Genizah Documents

Abraham David

The city of Rosetta (Rashid) already served as a commercial center in the delta region in
the Middle Ages. It was a transit center for merchandise travelling between Alexandria
and Cairo, and other cities on the banks of the Nile. The commercial activities also
included Jews, and it was likely that there was a Jewish community. It appears that in
the second half of the fifteenth century, or earlier, a Jewish community did not exist
there. With the coming of the exiles from the Iberian Peninsula in the beginning of the
sixteenth century, many of them became involved with commercial activities in the
various cities of Egypt. As a result, many items have been found in the Cairo genizah.
The writings of Rabbi David ibn Zimra, one of the great scholars of the age, testifies that
the Jewish community in Rosetta was renewed in the 1540°s. The involvement of Jews
in commercial activities is indicated by the items in the Cairo Genizah (letters, contracts,
and legal documents), and from a few Rabbinic responsa, primarily from the middle of
the second half of the sixteenth century. In the course of this, we have found that the
activities of the Sephardim, and Mustarab community among the merchants and
Rabbinic figures in the community.

Keywords: Rashid (Rosetta), Alexandria, Cairo, inland trade, Egypt at the beginning of
the Ottoman period

Sefer Ha-Yashar and One of its Sources: A Talking Wolf
Meir Bar-Ilan

The paper begins with a brief description of Sefer Ha-Yashar, a popular book on the one
hand and enigmatic one on the other. The paper seeks to track the source of a story that
was embedded in the Joseph and his brother's narrative, about the wolf that was accused
to be the one who devoured Joseph but talked to Jacob, saying he had never eaten a
human being, definitely not Joseph. This story appears not in Sefer Ha-Yashar only, but
also in '"The Stories of the Prophets' by al-Kisa'1 and al-Tha‘labi. The idea of dialogue
between man and animal is discussed as well as the assumed divine prohibition on
animals not to eat man. More data is brought forward to enhance Arabic influence on
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Sefer Ha-Yashar, by drawing attention to another short story about Zulaykha who visits
Joseph at prison. This argument comes with some Islamic art pieces. It is argued that
Sefer Ha-Yashar was composed in Southern Italy around the year 1000.

Keywords: Sefer Ha-Yashar, folklore, stories of the prophets, Joseph — a biblical figure,
Italy, man and beast relations, rewritten bible

I Know Ninety-One: Use of Gentile Languages in Sacral Contexts
by Hasidic Zaddikim

Chava Vannikov (Shmulevich-Aizenshtein)

Hasidic leaders in Eastern and Central Europe vehemently opposed the infiltration of
non-Jewish languages into Jewish communities. Nevertheless, numerous accounts
scattered across Hasidic, polemical, and ethnographic sources recount instances of
Zaddikim and Admorim who themselves employed the languages of their neighbors in
prayers, sermons, Hasidic gatherings, and the like. This article focuses on elucidating the
ideological foundation of the phenomenon of Zaddikim using Gentile languages in sacral
contexts, as well as its practical manifestations. A broad array of sources reflecting the
traditions of diverse Hasidic courts, examined within the framework of this research,
attests to a widespread, rich, and varied phenomenon that existed from the early stages
of the Hasidic movement. The study demonstrates the close connection between the
linguistic practices documented in the sources and the conception of language in Hasidic
thought. It becomes evident that the use of words, phrases, proverbs, and songs in Slavic
languages or Hungarian, sometimes perceived as a curiosity or personal hobby of the
Zaddikim, is rooted in a structured, multi-layered mystical doctrine. Analysis of the
sources sheds new light on Hasidic mystical concepts and practices, reveals various
forms of sacralization of non-Jewish language, and identifies key roles that foreign
linguistic elements play in the speech and songs of the Zaddikim.

Keywords: Hasidism, Zaddikim, Hasidic mysticism, language theory, Hasidic language
practices, non-Jewish languages, multilingual songs



‘Eved Ivri’: On the History of Rabbi Abraham Abikhzer the
Mughrabi: Rabbinical Leadership at Times of Crisis and Epochal
Change

Ofer Ashwal and Moshe Ovadia

This article is devoted to discussion of the history of Rabbi Abraham Abikhzer (1866—
1944). Although biographies have been written about him, research and monography
relating to him appears to be deficient. Therefore, the article reexamines his life-story
and his educational, Hebrew-national, public, and rabbinical leadership. An unpublished
source used in the article, a notebook containing copies of Rabbi Abikhzer’s letters,
sheds light on his relations and methods of leadership vis-a-vis the Egyptian Jewish
communities and personalities and rabbis from the Jewish Diaspora. Additional literary
sources referenced in the article revise his biography and retell the history of Egyptian
Jewry. Thus, the article adds a tier to the historiography of Mughrabi rabbis from
Jerusalem, and rabbis in general, and their contribution to Diaspora Jewry and to the
Jewish community in the Land of Israel.

Keywords: Rabbi Abikhzer, public rabbinical leadership, education, times of crisis,
Hebrew nationalism, Alexandria, Jerusalem

The Activities of the Committee for the Aliyah of the Religious
Youth in 1938-1948

Ronen Sela

Following the Second World War, thousands of survivors of the concentration camps
were sent as pioneers to the settlements. Before immigrating to Israel, a program was
sent to build a unique educational institution that fulfilled his principles. The religious
youth village has successfully managed over tens of years and has allowed the absorption
of hundreds of youth ‘aliyah’ students. Graduates of the educational institute have
fulfilled its ideological way in the pioneering settlement factories of the Torah and work
in kibbutzim and moshavim throughout the country. In the test of time, it seems that most
of his practical success among youth was in the years 1938-1948. In these years the
religious-socialist spirit was able to stand at the forefront of the Zionist-religious camp
forth religious kibbutz members. The kibbutzim were inspired by the Jewish public to
fulfill the vision of the Zionist ethos. With the arrival of the Holocaust survivors and the
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hostility of the eastern-bloc countries in the 1950's, his socialist-religious vision was
tested in its practical application. With the rise of National Socialism in Germany, Youth
Aliyah had been founded with its prime objective to rescue as many Jewish children as
possible from Germany and, later, from other countries overrun by the Nazis and from
1933 onwards these children were placed in all the kibbutzim and moshavim able and
prepared to absorb, educate and train them.

Keywords: Brith Haluzim Datiyyim, the committee for the Aliyah of the religious youth,
Kfar Hanoar Hadati, Rodges, Teheran's children
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